CHAPTER IV
THE  COWSHED
INTRODUCTORY

THE cowshed or cow-byre is the home of the cow for a considerable portion
of the year, this portion varying with the district in which the animal has
its habitation. The inclement weather experienced in a large proportion
of these islands renders it imperative for the animals, in many cases, to spend
the entire winter in the cowshed. The fact that the animal may have
to live, eat, sleep, and perform its natural functions in the cowshed, in
addition to being milked in the same place during the winter months, makes
it necessary for the owner to give considerable attention to the structural
condition of the buildings in which the animals are housed. More particu-
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FIG. 5.    Unsatisfactory Cowshed with Filthy Interior.
larly is this the case when it is remembered that the aim of all producers
should be to produce clean milk free from unwanted souring or disease-
producing organisms.
The facts set out above are such obvious truisms that one would expect
them to present little if anything in the way of problems. Such, however, is
very far from being the case.
Much attention has been paid, and still continues to be paid, to the
housing of the population of this country with a view to reducing the inci-
dence of disease, by providing a sanitary environment in which the worker
may enjoy his leisure and rear his family under reasonable conditions.
Unfortunately, such attention has not been paid to cowsheds, although these
are surely of sufficient importance to deserve more than casual attention,-
particularly when one realises the vital part which they play in the produc-
tion of one of our most valuable foods and the increasing attention being paid
to the health of dairy herds. There is no doubt that well-planned buildings
will attract the best type of labour and good men will not stay if the buildings
and equipment are out of date. It should always be remembered that the
labour expended has a direct bearing upon the capital cost of production.